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Divine Healing
(Pastoral Prayer)
James 5:14-15
Introduction:

There is confusion on television and in many churches over the unscriptural and unconscionable “Passover Offering” -- “Send in your offerings to us and you will be blessed by God.”
“Do your giving, where your living!”
I.  Jesus’ Healing Ministry

A. He did not Heal Everyone Who was Sick

1. At the pool of Bethesda there was a great multitude (verse 3) but yet He healed only one. (John 5:1-9)
2. The man born blind - who sinned, the man, his parents, or did God want him born blind? (John 9:3) None of the above. God allowed him to be born blind and kept him that way until that day when Jesus healed him.
                   Joshua – Captain of Lord’s hosts

           3.  II Corinthians 12:7-10 

B.  Jesus’ Healing was a Sign Concerning His Messiahship

            Matt 11:1-9   John the Baptist

C.  Jesus did not have the Gift of Healing

             The gifts had not been given yet. He was in a category all His own.
II. The Gift of Healing

A.  There May Never have been a Gift of Healing

B.  Some had Gifts of Healing for Specific Instances

· When the need arose – a gift was given
· Peter healed

· Paul healed
C. Even Those who “Healed” at One Time, could not “Heal” at other times -
Paul did or could not heal,

Epaphroditus – “…you had heard that he was sick.” (Phil. 2:26)
Timothy – “No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities. (1Timothy 5:23)
Trophimus – “Erastus stayed in Corinth, but Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick.” (2 Timothy 4:20)
D. They Never Held Healing Campaigns

The message was the gospel (of Christ or the Kingdom), not healing.
III. Can God Heal Today

A. God Can and Does Heal – in answer to prayer!
Again, we must separate the gift of healing from the miracle of healing.

B. It is not the Will of God to Heal Everyone

1.  No, God Allows Sickness - Exodus 4:11
2.  Satan can Make Men Sick - Job 1
3.  Sickness can be Chastening - Hebrews 12
4.  These Bodies Wear Out

5.  Disease is in the Race as a Result of Adam’s Sin 

C. You can Believe in the Power of God without Believing that He will Heal Everyone.

Just because He does not heal does not mean that He cannot heal.

D. Human Means is as Important in Healing as it is in Planting and Harvesting.   
Can God give you a crop of tomatoes even if you don’t plant?

IV. What Are the Guidelines For Healing [Today?] – 5:14 
“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”
A. The Sick One is to Call for the Elders

The sick one calls for the elders not vice versa. The sick man is probably at home, not in an assembly.

B. They (plural) are to Pray over Him

At least two of them are to pray. Note: No offering is given.
C. They are to Anoint Him with Oil

Only time mentioned here and in Mark 6:13

May be medicinal, more likely symbolic of the Holy Spirit

D. The “Faith” Belongs to the Elders

If there is not enough faith, guess whose faith is lacking.

E. Confession of His Sins is involved in the Process – 5:15-16

“And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

That is why he is to call for the elders of his own church. They know what kind of life he has been living. That is how the sin question comes up in the first place.

V. What is Going on Today? 

People have claimed they have been healed by, “The bones of John the Baptist and of Peter, Relics of the Cross, Lourdes in France, sightings of Mary, the mother of Christ, psychic healers, Christian Science, etc.
There are (at least) Three Kinds of Disease:
A. Psychogenic – Psycho-somatic - A person thinks they are sick. They are healed – often.
B. Functional - A person’s body is not functioning well. They are healed – sometimes.
C. Organic - A person’s body is destroyed, maimed or crippled. They are healed – almost never.
